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Bordeaux 2009 wine release  

 

Wine Culture is proud to present to you the 2009 Bordeaux Selection! 

A selection of fine Bordeaux wines that are drinking well now, of which we are offering at a 
unprecedented price, is now available! 

 

Wine Vintage Rating 
(Robert 
Parker) 

Price 
(inclusive 7% 

GST) 
Carraudes De Lafite (2nd wine of Lafite Rothschild) 2009 (92-94) $678 

The best Carruades de Lafite I have ever tasted is the 2009. Composed of 50% Cabernet 
Sauvignon, 42% Merlot, and the rest Petit Verdot and Cabernet Franc, 55% of the crop was included 
in this second wine. It is an atypically powerful Carruades with slightly higher alcohol than usual as 
well as considerable structure. There are plenty of creme de cassis and crushed rock notes as well 

as a subtle wood component, and super intensity and lushness. It is an amazing effort! For 
technocrats, Lafite began its harvest on September 23 and finished on October 8. (Tasted once.) 

    
Duhart Milon 2009 (94-96) $229 

2009 may turn out to be among the greatest vintages ever in the Medoc. The 2009 appears to be the 
finest Duhart Milon yet made. The Rothschild family has invested heavily in this estate over the last 

20 years in order to upgrade the quality, and their investments have certainly paid off handsomely. A 
blend of 63% Cabernet Sauvignon and 37% Merlot, the 2009's opaque purple color is followed by an 

extraordinary perfume of creme de cassis, violets, graphite, and subtle wood. This full-bodied, 
intense, voluptuously textured, pure, seductive wine seems more open-knit and opulent than the 

more structured Carruades de Lafite. Nevertheless, the Duhart requires 3-5 years of cellaring, and 
should drink well for 30+ years. Bravo! (Tasted once.) 

    
Larcis Ducasse 2009 (91-94) $122 

This is another 2009 that does not live up to the extraordinary quality of the 2005, but it is a 
fascinating wine nevertheless. Composed of 81% Merlot and 19% Cabernet Franc, it tips the scales 
at 14.8% natural alcohol. The wunderkind team of Nicolas Thienpont and Stephane Derenoncourt 
has produced a dense, rich, soft, relatively seamless, elegant example of Larcis Ducasse, without 
the concentration found in the 2005. The 2009 reveals a generous sweet spot in the middle along 
with lots of glycerin, and a wonderful round opulence, but I did not see the potential complexity or 

sheer concentration of their best wine to date, the 2005. Look for the 2009 to age easily for two 
decades. (Tasted four times.) 
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Le Gay 2009 (91-93) $196 

I tasted this wine three times, and while Michel Rolland thinks it is the finest Le Gay yet made, I must 
disagree. For now, I think it comes in behind the 2008 and 2005. There is no question it is an 

outstanding wine, but I feel it lacks the concentration and intensity that put both the 2008 and 2005 in 
the superstar category. Yields of 25 hectoliters per hectare were extremely low, and the final blend of 
90% Merlot and 10% Cabernet Franc achieved 13.5% natural alcohol. A dark ruby (but not opaque) 

color is followed by aromas of sweet raspberries and black currants with dusty, earthy, loamy soil 
notes in the background. The wine is medium to full-bodied and rich, but much lighter and less 

intense than I expected given the vintage conditions. Three separate tastings over the course of 12 
days were inconsistent. (Tasted three times.) 
    

Margaux 2009 (98-100) $1,660 
Thirty-five percent of the crop went into the 2009 Chateau Margaux, composed of 87% Cabernet 

Sauvignon, 9% Merlot, and the rest Petit Verdot and Cabernet Franc. The alcohol level of 13.3% is 
high, but not excessively so. A wine such as this is like the quintessence of terroir. A super, uber-

concentrated perfume of creme de cassis and flowers cascades across the palate with a lightness of 
being despite massive concentration, a sumptuous personality, and an unctuous texture. I have 

never tasted a Chateau Margaux quite like this. It should be relatively drinkable at an early age, yet 
will last for 50-100 years. Oh my! (Tasted once) 

    
Montrose 2009 (96-100) $342 

1989 and 1990 deja vu all over again? If you think the 2003 Montrose (which merited 100 points) 
was powerful (13.2% alcohol), keep in mind that the 2009 Montrose came in at 13.7% alcohol. There 

is no sense of hotness, only extraordinary transparency and precision, allied to massive fruit 
intensity. A blend of 65% Cabernet Sauvignon, 29% Merlot, and the rest Cabernet Franc and Petit 

Verdot, this super-concentrated claret possesses a style reminiscent of the sumptuous 1990 
combined with the structure of the 1989. The color is an opaque purple, the pH is a relatively normal 

3.7, and the finish is endless. The flavor profile bursts with black currant, blackberry, and 
boysenberry fruit intertwined with hints of spring flowers and crushed rocks. Huge body, sweet 

tannin, and wonderful freshness make for one of the all-time great wines ever produced at Montrose. 
I hope to be drinking this wine with great pleasure before the Man comes for me. Kudos to Jean-

Bernard Delmas. (Tasted two times.) 
    

Pavie Macquin 2009 (94-96) $185 
Yields here were 30 hectoliters per hectare, and the final blend 85% Merlot, 11% Cabernet Franc, 

and the rest Cabernet Sauvignon. The dynamic duo of Stephane Derenoncourt and Nicolas 
Thienpont produced nearly 4,000 cases of wine from this terroir, which has been promoted to a first 
growth in the St.-Emilion hierarchy. The 15% natural alcohol is rather shocking, because it is not the 
least bit noticeable. The wine is inky purple-colored, with loads of viscosity, an unctuous texture, and 

an enormous nose of charcoal, graphite, blackberry liqueur, and forest floor in a full-bodied, 
seamlessly constructed style. At the same time, the impression is one of a very unevolved, backward 
wine that has even more weight to put on and more nuances to reveal. I think this is one wine where 

the “plus” in the numerical rating will be very revealing. Forget it for 5-7 years and drink it over the 
next 30-40 years. (Tasted five times.) 

    
Pavillon Rouge (2nd wine of Margaux) 2009 (91-93) $268 

The dark ruby/purple-hued 2009 Pavillon Rouge de Chateau Margaux offers a big, sweet kiss of 
spring flowers intermixed with blueberries and blackberries, a silky texture, and a dense, 

concentrated, but seamless mouthfeel. This glorious wine should drink well for 20 or more years.  
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Pichon Lalande 2009 (96-98) $322 

The blend for the 2009 Pichon Lalande is dominated by Cabernet Sauvignon, somewhat unusual at 
this estate which usually has more Merlot in the blend. As stated previously, the Cabernet Sauvignon 

reached levels of ripeness and intensity of flavor in 2009 never seen before in Bordeaux! The final 
blend of 75% Cabernet Sauvignon, 20% Merlot, and 5% Petit Verdot and a pH of 3.8 combines the 

best of a vintage such as 1996, in terms of structure, freshness, and precision, with the best of 1982, 
in terms of opulence, power, unctuosity, and thickness. The opaque purple-colored 2009 exhibits an 
intoxicatingly intense nose of red and black fruits, subtle smoke, charcoal, forest floor, and a hint of 
flowers. Unusually full-bodied for a wine from this estate as well as unctuously textured, voluptuous, 
and incredibly pure and precise, this dazzling wine should be drinkable at an early age, and evolve 

for 30+ years. (Tasted once.) 
    

Reserve De La Comtesse (2nd wine of Pichon Lalande) 2009 (91-93) $92 
The finest second wine they have made, the 2009 Reserve de Comtesse is composed of 53% 

Cabernet Sauvignon, 38% Merlot, and the rest Cabernet Franc. Flavorful and full-bodied with loads 
of texture and opulence, it offers up aromas of forest floor and black fruits. The surprisingly high 

tannin level is barely noticeable given the sweetness of the fruit and abundant glycerin. 
Nevertheless, the 13% alcohol is right in line with that of the Pichon Lalande. Drink the Reserve de 

Comtesse over the next 10-15 years. (Tasted once.) 
    

Smith Haut Lafite Rouge 2009 (96-98) $185 
One can’t say enough about what proprietors Daniel and Florence Cathiard have accomplished at 

this estate since 1990. Regrettably, I am old enough to remember how horrible the wines were 
before the Cathiards purchased the property. They have fashioned one of the most consistently 

outstanding wines, both white and red, over the last two decades, and their 2009 probably eclipses 
any previous performance. An opaque purple color is followed by an explosive nose of graphite, 

black currants, licorice, incense, and a hint of black tea. The wine hits the palate with extraordinary 
density, unctuosity, and richness, yet it never comes across as heavy or overbearing. Deep and full-
bodied with sensational concentration as well as remarkable purity and precision, this brilliant wine 
possesses the high, but sweet tannins that are a hallmark of the vintage, and exceptional delicacy 
allied to massive power and richness ... a rare combination indeed. This prodigious effort should 

drink well for 30-40 years. Bravo! (Tasted five times.) 
    

Vieux Chateau Certan 2009 (96-99) $395 
A blend of 84% Merlot, 8% Cabernet Franc, and 8% Cabernet Sauvignon, the 2009 exhibits an 

opaque purple color as well as a glorious bouquet of black currants, subtle smoke, charcoal, 
Christmas spices, and licorice. Massive, unctuously textured, and rich, but at the same time 

refreshing and vibrant, this extraordinary effort appears to be the finest Vieux Chateau Certan made 
in my lifetime. (Tasted once.) 
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